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Need:  

The term ‘Sustainable Tourism’ is an 

umbrella term that shelters varied 

interpretations and definitions of the 

concept. As Abraham et al. put in their 

book ‘Ecotourism Economics and 

Environment,’ “A walk through the 

rainforest is not eco-tourism unless that 

particular walk somehow benefits that 

environment and the people who live 

there.”  

 

Ecotourism gained global prominence in 

2002 when United Nations recognised it as 

the ‘International Year of Ecotourism. 

There were several summits across the 

world to promote and analyse ecotourism 

to improve the environmental 

performance of tourism (Anandaraj, 2015). 

The World Ecotourism Summit in 2002 

narrowed ecotourism down to 8 

postulates that are currently utilized. The  

outcomes of the summit, as noted by 

Crabtree et al. (2002), were the views that 

ecotourism today should (Spooner, 2012): 

 have a natural area focus that ensures 

visitors have the opportunity to 

personally and directly experience 

nature; 

 provide interpretation or educational 

services that allow visitors to 

experience nature in ways that lead to 

greater understanding, appreciation, 

and enjoyment; 

 represent best practice in ecological 

sustainability practices; 

 contribute to the conservation of 

natural areas and cultural heritage; 

 provide ongoing contributions to the 

local community; 

 respect and be sensitive to the 

culture/s existing in the area; 

 consistently meet consumer 

expectations; and be marketed and 

promoted honestly and accurately to 

form realistic expectations.”  
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Key Message:  
Devalsari village is nestled in the Aglar valley in the 
Tehri Garhwal District away from the hustle-bustle of 
Mussourie. The village however struggles with the 
issues of lack of adequate medical and school facilities, 
lack of job opportunities, crop damage by wildlife and 
changing patterns of rainfall, reduced availability of 
good seeds, and low market value of the agriculture 
produced. Devalsari Environment Protection and 
Technology Development Society over the years, have 
witnessed the struggles of the local community with a 
first-hand experience by working closely with the 
nature and locals and thus established the society 
which aims to promote village linked livelihoods while 
conserving the area's natural resources and retaining 
its traditional and cultural practices.  

 

 



      

 

The World Tourism Organization (WTO) 

and the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) joined forces to take 

the leading role in the preparation and 

coordination of activities to be undertaken 

at the international level during the 

International Year of Ecotourism, which 

spread further awareness to the world to 

the dos and don’ts of ecotourism. 

As stated by the Center for Conservation 

Governance and Policy in their white paper 

on ecotourism policy, “The objective of a 

tourism policy is to provide tools for 

containing the growth of tourism beyond 

viable, acceptable and sustainable natural, 

social and economic thresholds. Tourism 

policy should enable the identification and 

mitigation of impacts. It should cater to all 

aspects of the tourism production function: 

primary inputs (resources), intermediate 

inputs (facilities and services) and the final 

output (experiences)” (Center for 

Conservation Governance and Policy, 

2006). The government of India’s first 

public milestone in tourism history was 

creating the Indian Tourism Development 

Corporation (ITDC) in 1966 (Baken & 

Bhagavatula). The focus was dedicated to 

maximising India’s revenue-gaining 

potential through tourism and creating a 

tourism brand in India. The 2002 National 

Tourism Policy, which theoretically spoke 

about sustainable tourism, resulted only in 

an apparent greenwashing of schemes 

without positive impacts on local 

communities. Over time, unregulated 

tourism relegated to the private sector 

severely affected several high-footfall 

areas, especially delicate ecosystems like 

the mountains. The proper form of 

Ecotourism has since grown in India 

because of the dissatisfaction with 

conventional tourism conditions, which 

have primarily ignored social and 

ecological elements.  Despite this, the 

current policy frameworks involving 

ecotourism are not strong enough to 

support the proper implementation.  

2-3 lines could be added to connect  and 

support the above paragraph with the 

below case study  

 

Devalsari Environment Protection and 

Technology Development Society: The 

establishment of Devalsari Society 

presents an inspiring story that culminated 

with the inception of a program in 

Devalsari that hopes to address the issues 

faced by the local community. 

Objective: 

Devalsari village is nestled in the Aglar 

valley in the Tehri Garhwal District, away 

from the hustle-bustle of Mussourie. It is 

home to a varied biodiversity range and a 

gateway to the popular Nag Tibba trek. 

However, the village struggles with the 

lack of adequate medical and school 

facilities, lack of job opportunities, crop 

damage by wildlife and changing rainfall 

patterns, reduced availability of good 

seeds, and low market value of the 

agriculture produce. Devalsari 

Environment Protection and Technology 

Development Society, over the years, have 

witnessed the struggles of the local 

community with a first-hand experience by 

working closely with the nature and locals 

and thus established the society which 

aims to promote village linked livelihoods 

while conserving the area's natural 

resources and retaining its traditional and 

cultural practices. Its key objective 

includes promoting ecotourism, bee-

keeping, organic food production, 

environment conservation, homestay 

development of local cuisine.  

 

 



      

 

Process: 

The establishment of Devalsari Society 

presents an inspiring story that culminated 

with the inception of a program in 

Devalsari that hopes to address the issues 

faced by the local community. They 

initiated its first project, Devalsari 

Ecotourism Development Project, which 

aims to train local youth in becoming 

nature guides to develop homestays based 

on Community-Based Ecotourism (CBET). 

Its first successful program involved the 

training of 3 nature guides which 32 

people from Devalsari and the surrounding 

areas attended. Their first program 

created a great deal of vigor and 

enthusiasm and was met with a warm 

welcome from the local community. Since 

then, the Devalsari Society has not looked 

back and has launched a broad range of 

programs to better the villagers and 

conserve nature. To achieve the goals of 

the Devalsari Society, they also formed the 

Deodar Ecotourism and Research Centre 

(DERC) in 2015 with the focus on training 

and capacity building for ecotourism, 

research, and bee-keeping. The center also 

provides accommodation and tents for the 

tourist. 

Society is adamant about promoting 

traditional knowledge and practices to 

generate an alternate sustainable and 

profitable source of livelihood for the 

community.  The society offers ecotourism 

packages that include nature tours, 

trekking, village experiences, culture tours, 

camping in the wild with an efficient 

amount of natural resources. Trained local 

guides provide all the activities stated 

above.  

To promote local livelihoods, in addition to 

ecotourism, the society is focused on the 

following subjects- 

 Beekeeping- The society aims to 

revive beekeeping as an alternate 

livelihood in Uttarakhand through 

honey production, promote bee 

conservation and improve the 

productivity of crops, horticulture and 

forest produce. 

 Beekeeping Training- The society 

provides training to promote 

beekeeping as an alternate livelihood 

in Almora and Tehri Garhwal District as 

part of the Ajeevika project of the 

Uttarakhand Government. 

 Developing homestays- Another 

alternate livelihood they have adopted 

is to develop local homes into 

homestays for tourists with efficient 

use of natural resources.  

 Promotion of organic produce- The 

Society sources honey from villagers 

and sells it on a no-profit, no-loss basis. 

It has recently installed a honey 

filtration machine at Thatyud and 

intends to process and sell honey 

under its brand called "Deodar.” 

Society helps in marketing honey 

production and other organic products 

 

Social Benefits: 

Among development initiatives focused on 

improving the status of women at the 

grassroots level, ecotourism has been 

proven to be advantageous. It employs by 

offering them alternative and sustainable 

livelihoods, an opportunity to have 

independent incomes. Creating income-

generating activities for women through 

ecotourism would help alleviate poverty 

and promote sustainable development of 

the local communities.  

Devalsari, as part of their conservation 

efforts, the society has launched various 

programs and campaigns to educate the 



      

 

local community, children, youth to 

support plantations, water conservation, 

and protection of flora and fauna. 

Devalsari Paryavaran Bachao- Devalsari 

society formed a youth program including 

a young group of adults to support nature 

conservation, create alternate livelihood 

options, and reduce migration. 

 

Environmental Benefits: 

Tourism has an exciting relationship with 

climate change as both its victim and 

contributor. As an industry, it is 

responsible for 5% of the global Carbon 

Dioxide emissions and 4.6% of global 

warming in terms of radiative forcing 

(UNEP & UNWTO, 2007). Therefore, 

ecotourism aims to mitigate this impact by 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions and 

educating the community, industry, and 

tourists to prepare and adapt to climate 

change and protect and conserve forests 

and the environment (Simpson et al., 

2008). 

Conservation and preservation of nature 

programs include- 

 Conserving freshwater systems in the 

Aglar valley- The Society actively 

works towards conserving freshwater 

systems in the landscape, educating 

the people about the hazards of 

bleaching powder and electricity to kill 

fish, pollution of the water, and killing 

another freshwater biodiversity.  

 School education program- The 

Society regularly conducts nature and 

environmental education programs in 

schools in the area with support from 

Tilti Trust.  

 Stop Hunting- The society works with 

the village community and schools to 

create awareness about the need to 

stop hunting wild animals. The Society 

also supports the forest department 

by reporting illegal hunting in the 

villages. 

 Plantation- The Society is involved in 

several tree plantation drive with 

support from the Uttarakhand Forest 

Department. 

 

 


